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Confirmed Speakers, as of September 23, 2025 
 

Christina Abouzid, APRN, Nurse 
Practitioner, University of Texas MD 
Anderson Cancer Center, Houston, TX 

Sarimar N. Agosto Salgado, MD, Oncologic 
Endocrinologist, Moffitt Cancer Center, 
Tampa, FL 

Ruth A. Aponte Wesson, DDS, MS, FACP, 
FAAMP, Oral Medicine Specialist, 
University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer 
Center, Houston, TX 

Victoria E. Banuchi, MD, MPH, 
Otolaryngologist, University of Texas MD 
Anderson Cancer Center, Houston, TX 

Charlotte A. Bayala, E-RYT, YACEP, ThyCa 
Volunteer, Chicago, IL 

Laura Beilke, Esq, Cancer Rights Attorney, 
Triage Cancer, Chicago, IL 

Lindsay A. Bischoff, MD, Endocrinologist, 
Vanderbilt University Medical Center, 
Nashville, TN 

Jeffrey M. Blumberg, MD, FACS, Head & 
Neck Surgeon, UNC School of Medicine, 
Chapel Hill, NC  

Marcia S. Brose, MD, PhD, FASCO, 
Oncologist, Jefferson Health, Philadelphia, 
PA 

Naifa L. Busaidy, MD, Endocrinologist, 
University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer 
Center, Houston, TX 

Maria E. Cabanillas, MD, Oncologic 
Endocrinologist, University of Texas MD 
Anderson Cancer Center, Houston, TX 

Alaina L. Carr, PhD, Clinical Psychologist, 
Georgetown University, Washington, DC 

Luz E. Castellanos, MD, Pediatric 
Endocrinologist, University of Texas MD 
Anderson Children’s Cancer Hospital, 
Houston, TX 

Eduardo Castro Echeverry, MD, Pathologist, 
Sonic Reference Laboratory, Austin, TX 

Mark S. Chambers, DMD, MS, Oral Medicine 
Specialist, University of Texas MD 
Anderson Cancer Center, Houston, TX 

Robin Clough, ThyCa Volunteer, Santa Clara, 
CA 

Elizabeth C. Conti, PhD, Licensed Clinical 
Psychologist, University of Texas MD 
Anderson Cancer Center, Houston, TX 

Trisha D. Cubb, MD, Oncologic 
Endocrinologist, University of Texas MD 
Anderson Cancer Center, Houston, TX 

Ramona Dadu, MD, Endocrinologist, 
University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer 
Center, Houston, TX 

Kaniksha Desai, MD, ECNU, Endocrinologist, 
Stanford University Medical Center, 
Redwood City, CA 

Vaninder K. Dhillon, MD, FACS, 
Otolaryngologist, Johns Hopkins Medicine, 
Bethesda, MD 

Julia D. Diersing, MS, PA-C, Physician 
Assistant, University of Texas MD 
Anderson Cancer Center, Houston, TX 

Gene Dorio, MD, MS, ThyCa Volunteer, 
Santa Clarita, CA 

Carlos S. Duque, MD, Head and Neck 
Surgeon, Hospital Pablo Tobón Uribe and 
Clínica Las Américas, Medellin, Colombia 

Tim A. Erickson, PhD, Cancer Immunologist, 
Providence Cancer Center, Portland, OR 

Robert Flavell, MD, PhD, Nuclear Medicine 
Physician, University of California, San 
Francisco, San Francisco, CA 

Aime T. Franco, PhD, Researcher, Children's 
Hospital of Philadelphia, Haddonfield, NJ 

Ruchi Gaba, MD, FACE, FEAA, 
Endocrinologist, Baylor College of 
Medicine, Houston, TX 

Matti Gild, BSc, MBBS, PhD, FRACP, 
Endocrinologist, Royal North Shore 
Hospital, Sydney, Australia 

Wendy Girbach, MSSW, LCSW-S, OSW-C, 
Clinical Social Worker, University of Texas 
MD Anderson Cancer Center, Houston, TX 

Melanie Goldfarb, MD, MSc, FACS, FACE, 
Endocrine Surgeon, Providence Saint 
John’s Cancer Institute, Santa Monica, CA 

Elizabeth G. Grubbs, MD, Surgeon, 
University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer 
Center, Houston, TX 

Theresa A. Guise, MD, Bone Expert, 
University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer 
Center, Houston, TX 

Sarah Hamidi, MD, FRCPC, Oncologic 
Endocrinologist, University of Texas MD 
Anderson Cancer Center, Houston, TX  

Jennifer Holkem, Save Your Thyroid, 
Madison, AL 

Mimi I. Hu, MD, Endocrinologist, Univ. of 
Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center, 
Houston, TX 

Helen K. Hughes, MD, MPH, Johns Hopkins 
School of Medicine, Baltimore, MD 

Priyanka C. Iyer, MD, Oncologic 
Endocrinologist, University of Texas MD 
Anderson Cancer Center, Houston, TX 

Sonya Khan, MD, Endocrinologist, University 
of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center, 
Houston, TX 

Jennifer H. Kuo, MD, MS, FACS, ECNU, 
Endocrine Surgeon, Columbia University, 
New York, NY 

Jochen H. Lorch, MD, MSc, Medical 
Oncologist, Northwestern Medical Group, 
Chicago, IL 

Shannon MacDonald, MD, Radiation 
Oncologist, Harvard Medical School, 
Boston, MA 

Priya Mahajan, MD, MS, Pediatric 
Oncologist, Seattle Children's Hospital, 
Seattle, WA 

Anastasios Maniakas, MD, PhD, FRCSC, 
Otolaryngologist, University of Texas MD 
Anderson Cancer Center, Houston, TX 

Aarti Mathur, MD, PhD, FACS, Endocrine 
Surgeon, Johns Hopkins University, 
Baltimore, MD 

Brittany McKelvey, PhD, ThyCa Volunteer, 
LUNGevity Foundation, Leesville, LA 

Meroe B. Morse, MD, ABoIM, Integrative 
Medicine Physician, University of Texas 
MD Anderson Cancer Center, Houston, TX 

Michelle S. Mullin, RN, BSN, Nurse 
Navigator, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, 
Boston, MA 

David Myssiorek, MD, FACS, 
Otolaryngologist, Bronxcare Health 
System, Bronx, NY 

Brenna Newfell, MSN, FNP-BC, Nurse 
Practitioner, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, 
Boston, MA 

Sarah C. Oltmann, MD, Endocrine Surgeon, 
UT Southwestern Medical Center, Dallas, 
TX 

Maria Papaleontiou, MD, Endocrinologist, 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 

Theodora Pappa, MD, PhD, Onco-
Endocrinologist, Brigham and Women's 
Hospital, Winchester, MA 

Beena Patel, MSc, PA-C, Certified Yoga 
Teacher, The Yoga Movement, Dayton, NJ 

Catherine R. Powers-James, PhD, Licensed 
Clinical Psychologist, University of Texas 
MD Anderson Cancer Center, Houston, TX 

Sarika N. Rao, DO, Endocrinologist, Mayo 
Clinic, Jacksonville, FL 

Holly Reckers, BM, MA, CCC-SLP, Speech-
Language Pathologist and Singing Voice 
Specialist, Columbia University Center for 
Voice and Swallowing, New York, NY 



Thomas J. Roberts, MD, MBA, Medical 
Oncologist, Massachusetts General Cancer 
Center, Boston, MA 

Mabel Ryder, MD, Endocrinologist, Mayo 
Clinic, Rochester, MN 

Siddharth Sheth, DO, MPH, Medical 
Oncologist, University of North Carolina-
Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill, NC  

Catherine B. Skefos, MA, MS, Genetic 
Counselor, University of Texas MD 
Anderson Cancer Center, Houston, TX 

Julie Ann Sosa, MD, MA, FACS, FSSO, 
Surgeon, University of California San 
Francisco, San Francisco, CA 

Samer A. Srour, MB, ChB, MS, Stem Cell 
Transplantation and Cellular Therapy 
Specialist, University of Texas MD 
Anderson Cancer Center, Houston, TX 

James W. Suliburk, MD, FACS, Endocrine 
Surgeon, Baylor Medicine, Houston, TX 

Valentina D. Tarasova, MD, Endocrinologist, 
Moffitt Cancer Center, Tampa, FL 

K. Elaine Thrift, MSN, APRN, FNP-BC, CDCES, 
ADM-BC, Nurse Practitioner, Baptist 
Health Adult Medicine Specialists, Fort 
Smith, AR 

Caleb R. Trotter, JD, Attorney, Pacific Legal 
Foundation, Sacramento, CA 

Jennifer R. Wang, MD, PhD, ScM, FRCSC, 
Otolaryngologist, University of Texas MD 
Anderson Cancer Center, Houston, TX 

Ari J. Wassner, MD, Pediatric 
Endocrinologist, Boston Children's 
Hospital, Boston, MA 

James Wu, MD, Endocrine Surgeon, UCLA 
Health, Culver City, CA 

Mark E. Zafereo, MD, Head & Neck Surgeon, 
University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer 
Center, Houston, TX 

 


